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Relay For Life Feature Story Ideas

The media are always looking for great human-interest stories. Here are a few ideas you can suggest to your local newspaper or television station to generate pre-publicity for your event.

 Recognize the top fund raiser from last year’s Relay For Life and tell how he/she is raising money this year.

 Create a challenge among local businesses to raise the most money or recruit the most participants.

 Highlight a participant who was involved for the first time during last year’s Relay For Life and ask him/her to share why he/she decided to participate again.

 Recognize your youngest survivor or volunteer.

 Recognize the survivor in your community who has been cancer-free the longest.

 Recognize a participant who plans to walk all night.

 Recognize a family who has several cancer survivors or share the story of generational survivors — a mother and daughter who are both survivors.

 Recognize a business that is participating because several of their employees are cancer survivors.

 Recognize local businesses that sponsor Relay or make donations to the event.

 Have the mayor declare an official “Relay For Life Day.”

 Involve the local fire or police department and highlight their involvement.

 Recognize any unique teams — a team of all kids, a team captained by a local celebrity, etc.

 Recognize a prominent community resident who is participating.

 Recognize someone who shaves his/her head or a man who shaves his beard for the Relay.

 Invite residents from the local nursing home to visit the Relay.

 Highlight that this is an event that brings the entire community together.  Show how different parts of the community all come together to make this a great event.

 Recognize your honorary chair.  Choose someone who is a survivor, celebrity, researcher or someone who has benefited from the American Cancer Society’s programs.

 Combine your Relay For Life story with a story on skin cancer and the importance of protecting your skin when participating in summer events.

 Ask your local weatherman to forecast the weather for Relay For Life.

 Share the history of the Luminaria Ceremony.

 Recognize a participant who raises money in a unique way.

 Share the story of a survivor who benefited from a research breakthrough funded by the American Cancer Society. A few of the breakthroughs -- dramatically increased the cure rate for childhood leukemia, discovered genes for inherited forms of breast and colon cancer, proved the safety and effectiveness of mammograms, showed that tamoxifen reduces risk of breast cancer in high-risk women, demonstrated the effectiveness of the Pap test in detecting cervical cancer at an early stage, established a link between cigarette smoking and lung cancer, and developed the prostate specific antigen (PSA) test for prostate cancer.

 Highlight a participant who walked in the first community Relay For Life and has participated every year.

 Feature a local business that has put together teams with an interesting theme or who has raised the most money.

