Day-of-Event News Release: Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
This news release should be included in your media kit (in the Making Strides folder) that is distributed at your event(s), in addition to the walk paper brochure, fact sheet, FAQ, Breast Cancer Awareness Month educational materials, local breast cancer information, etc.

NEWS RELEASE

For more information:

[Insert contact name]

[Insert contact phone number(s)]

Insert contact email]

For Immediate Release

[THOUSANDS] OF [INSERT CITY/REGION] RESIDENTS HELP MAKE STRIDES TO END BREAST CANCER
American Cancer Society Encourages Women to Put Their Health First
[INSERT CITY, STATE ABBREVIATION (Date)] – Today, thousands [OR INSERT SPECIFIC NUMBER] of [INSERT CITY/REGION] residents joined together at the American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast Cancer® [INSERT five-mile or 5K] walk to help create a world with less breast cancer and more birthdays. The Society is encouraging women to choose to put their personal breast health first to stay well and reduce their risk of breast cancer, and this noncompetitive event united the entire community to celebrate breast cancer survivors, educate people about how to reduce their breast cancer risk or find the disease early, and raise funds to end breast cancer. The event and the dollars raised from it support the Society’s efforts to find cures and support programs and services for those facing the disease. 
“Cancer does not go away in tough economic times,” said [INSERT American Cancer Society staff or volunteer name and title]. “We are so thankful for how this community has pulled together to encourage women to make strides to end breast cancer.” 

No one knows how vital those services are more than [X city resident name] who [benefitted from, sees the benefit from as a professional etc.] the Society’s X program. 

[INSERT QUOTE FROM LONGTIME MAKING STRIDES PARTICIPANT/VOLUNTEER OR SERVICE RECIPIENT ABOUT HOW THE SOCIETY PROGRAM HELPED HIM/HER OR OTHERS IN THEIR COMMUNITY]

The X program (described in the quote) is just one way that the American Cancer Society saves lives and creates more birthdays in [INSERT CITY/REGION].  The Society helps people stay well by [INSERT INFO ON OTHER LOCAL PREVENTION EARLY DETECTION EFFORTS] and it helps people get well by [INSERT INFO ON LOCAL PATIENT SUPPORT PROGRAMS, i.e., HOPE LODGE, PATIENT NAVIGATOR OR 24/7 ACCESS TO CANCER INFO TO HELP PATIENTS UNDERSTAND THEIR DISEASE AND MAKE IMPORTANT TREATMENT DECISIONS.]  The Society also grants [INSERT RESEARCH FUNDING $$$] to fund cancer research at various academic and medical institutions [OR ADD NAMES OF SPECIFIC INSTITUTIONS] here in [CITY/STATE].This year, [INSERT CITY/REGION]’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk was one of more than 250 held across the country  Making Strides Against Breast Cancer supports the American Cancer Society’s unique mission to fight breast cancer on all fronts and save lives by helping people stay well by reducing breast cancer risk or finding it early; helping people get well by providing information and support during and after a cancer diagnosis; by finding cures through investment in groundbreaking breast cancer research and by fighting back by encouraging lawmakers to pass laws to defeat cancer and by rallying communities worldwide to join the fight. As a result, more than 2.5 million breast cancer survivors will celebrate a birthday this year.
Sponsors of this year’s [INSERT CITY/REGION’s] Making Strides event include: [INSERT SPONSORS].

It is not too late to make a donation to [INSERT CITY/REGION]’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event. Visit cancer.org/stridesonline [OR INSERT UNIQUE EVENT URL] to help the Society continue saving lives and making strides to end breast cancer. For more information about breast cancer, contact the American Cancer Society at 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org/stridesonline.
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