Letter to the Editor
Division staff should encourage survivors/volunteers to use this as a template to customize their own letters. Divisions can then edit it and submit it for them. It allows for a more personal story that is more likely to be published. Remember, letters are more likely to be published if they are no more than 250 words.
What will you do?

[INSERT DATE]

Dear editor [INSERT name if possible when sending directly to editor’s email address],
When I heard the words “breast cancer” from my doctor in [INSERT YEAR OF DIAGNOSIS], my world felt like it was about to come crashing down.

But then I found hope. I joined the American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast Cancer®, an inspirational [INSERT five-mile or 5K] walk in our community and others throughout the country, to help raise awareness and funds to make strides and end breast cancer. Through my participation, I have met dozens of other breast cancer survivors in all stages of their journey. [OR INSERT PERSONAL STORY]
I am lucky to be one of those survivors, and I walk because I want to live in a world with less breast cancer and more birthdays. Already 2.5 million breast cancer survivors living in America today will celebrate another birthday this year. Imagine what we could do together to fight for even more.
Survivors should include the following points (where applicable):

•
What Making Strides is and their personal story about why they are walking this year

•
Location and date of walk
•
How the Society helped them choose to put their health first and fight breast cancer
•
Words to urge readers to join Making Strides to fight for a world with more birthdays and less breast cancer
•
How dollars raised through Making Strides will enable the American Cancer Society to find cures and support programs and services for those facing the disease 
On [INSERT DATE], I plan to walk beside my friends, family, colleagues and fellow survivors at the American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk at [INSERT LOCATION].  Cancer does not go away in tough economic times, and the money raised will save lives by helping people stay, get well, find cures and fight back against breast cancer. I urge everyone in [INSERT CITY/REGION] to join our community as we make strides toward a future where breast cancer never steals another year from anyone’s life. To get involved, or for more information, call 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org/stridesonline [OR INSERT LOCAL CONTACT INFO].
Sincerely,

[INSERT NAME]

[INSERT TITLE i.e. American Cancer Society volunteer and breast cancer survivor]

[INSERT LOCAL ADDRESS]

[INSERT DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER]

[INSERT EMAIL ADDRESS]
