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· National Volunteer Week is the time to thank one of America’s most valuable assets – volunteers – and to call the public’s attention to all they do to improve communities nationwide. 
· National Volunteer Week is celebrated annually during the third full week of April, unless Easter or Passover occurs, then the week is moved to the fourth week of April. The 2011 National Volunteer Week is April 10-16.  

· Sponsored by the Points of Light Foundation and Volunteer Center National Network, National Volunteer Week began in 1974 when President Richard Nixon signed an executive order establishing the week as an annual celebration of volunteering. Every president since has signed a proclamation promoting National Volunteer Week. Additionally, governors, mayors and other elected officials make public statements and sign proclamations in support of the week.
· During National Volunteer Week, thousands of volunteers around the country will be honored with local organizational awards for their community service. Thousands of organizations will also distribute the President’s Volunteer Service Award to their deserving volunteers. This award is the most prestigious volunteer award currently connected to the White House that all Americans can aspire to achieve. It provides organizations with the unique opportunity to bestow national and presidential recognition on their volunteers who have made a sustained commitment to service.
· Future dates for National Volunteer Week are:
· 2012: April 15 to April 21
