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South Atlantic Division
African American Engagement
Vision Statement

The South Atlantic Division is committed to understanding and addressing cancer disparities and other health conditions that adversely affect the African American community. Through collaborations with churches and faith based organizations, fraternities and sororities and historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs), we utilize disparities reducing strategies to impact cancer incidence and mortality rates and improve health outcomes for African Americans.

The Problem

African Americans have the highest death rate and shortest survival of any racial and ethnic group in the US for most cancers. The causes of these inequalities are complex and are thought to reflect social and economic disparities more than biologic differences associated with race. These include inequalities in work, wealth, income, education, housing and overall standard of living, barriers to high-quality health care, and racial discrimination .Although the overall racial disparity in cancer death rates is decreasing, in 2005, the death rate for all cancers combined continued to be 33%higher in African American men and 16% higher in African American women than in white men and women, respectively.

The Solution

Partnering for Life is a program designed to bring awareness to churches and faith organizations of the disproportionate burden of cancer in the African American community. The program works with church leaders to address cancer disparities through educational and awareness activities.
March 2011

· Partnering for Life Colon Cancer Benefit Concert
· Partnering for Life Inspirational CD rerelease

April 2011

· Presentation at the All Shades of Pink Breast Cancer Awards Dinner

April 2011

· Participation with Church of the Great Commission Community Health Day                 
·  Women’s cancer education presentation at Mount Carmel Baptist Church
·  Men’s cancer education presentation at Mt. Canaan Baptist Church
May 2011

· Participation with Ebenezer AME Church Women’s Health Day
· Participation with Greater Mt. Nebo AME Church Pan African Festival

June 2011
· Collaboration with Hampton Ministers Conference

· Participation with First Baptist Church of Glenarden Health Day

August 2011
· Presentation at Spirit of Faith Christian Center Health Day 

Sept 2011 

· Exhibitor at Reid Temple AME Church Community Day

HBCU Active for Life Campus Style Initiative

Active for Life Campus Style -to join the fight against physical inactivity and poor nutrition, and to stimulate the development of campus cultures that support environmental change, the South Atlantic Division has created Active for Life Campus Style. 

This initiative is a student wellness program that can help students benefit from being more physically active and eating better. Active for Life Campus Style is a six week flexible program that leads to increased levels of physical activity among participants.
February 2011  
· CIAA Basketball Tournament 
· Spelman College Active for Life Campus Style Kickoff

· Norfolk State University Active for Life Campus Style Kickoff

March 2011     
· Howard University Active for Life Campus Style Kickoff

· Bowie State University Active for Life Campus Style Kickoff
· Morgan State University  Active for Life Campus Style Kickoff
· Hampton University Active for Life Campus Style kickoff
April 2011     
· HBCU Student Leadership Conference
· AFL/CS Closing Ceremonies

May 2011         
· Evaluation and planning for FY2011-12
* The American Cancer Society participated at the 2011 Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association (CIAA). The CIAA is an athletic conference consisting of ten historically African-American institutions of higher education: Bowie State University, Elizabeth City State University, Fayetteville State University, Johnson C. Smith University, Livingstone College, St. Augustine's College, St. Paul's College, Shaw University, Virginia State University and Virginia Union University.

With an estimated attendance of 150,000 the South Atlantic Division disseminated 2,000 packets of Active for Life Campus Style and Society program information and registered 493 women for Choose You. 
The director of Health Disparities served as a presenter at the CIAA Health and Wellness Symposium.  Director participated in a meet and greet with national recording artist Yolanda Adams and is scheduled for a health and wellness interview on the Yolanda Adams morning show.


African American Men’s / Woman’s Health Forums

The African American Men’s / Woman’s Health Forums is a mechanism that the American Cancer Society uses to deliver educational and awareness information to the African American community.  The forums highlight the cancer risks for African American men and offer strategies to reduce these risks.  Information is also provided on prevention of heart disease and diabetes.
· June 2011
Hampton Roads Clergy Conference
· Fall 2011
Prince Georges’ African American Men’s Health Forum

· Fall 2011
Baltimore African American Men’s Health Forum
Fraternities and Sororities

The Division is leveraging national partnerships with Phi Beta Sigma, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Alpha Phi Alpha and Zeta Phi Beta to reduce disparities and promote ACS signature programs and events.

· April 2011
Participation with Phi Beta Sigma Leadership Conferences
· April 2011
Participation with Alpha Kappa Alpha Regional Conference
· April 2011
Participation with Zeta Phi Beta Women’s’ Health Event

· July 2011
 Participation with Phi Beta Sigma Conclave

· July 2011
Participation with Alpha Kappa Alpha Conclave
Morehouse Collaboration

ACS Internship program

Through our efforts to inspire more African American students to be involved in the fight against cancer from a policy perspective, the American Cancer Society has partnered with the Morehouse College political science department as well as Bonner Community Services Scholars in healthcare advocacy.  The program will launch in 2010 beginning the 2nd week in February and ending the 3rd week in March at the State Capitol.  The program will allow two selected Morehouse College students the opportunity to engage in a hands-on lobbying experience with the Society’s Government Relations team in Georgia.  These students are to be selected by Morehouse political science department heads.
Champs
As a part of our effort to continue promoting the importance of prevention and early detection, especially in health disparate communities, the American Cancer Society partners with CHAMPS (Community Health and Men’s Promotion Summit) every year to educate participating males, primarily uninsured or underinsured African-Americans who can not afford screenings, on the prostate and colorectal screening procedure. CHAMPS provide a broad range of health information and free screening services to adult men of the metro-Atlanta area.  Their initiative focuses on the importance of men addressing their health and becoming more educated about overall healthier lifestyles. In 2009 CHAMPS gave free health screening to over 500 black males in the metro area.
Volunteer Engagement

The Health Disparities team utilizes leadership volunteers as a major source for insight, project design, and implementation. Our focus remains on motivating our volunteers and sustaining their enthusiasm through frequent communications, training opportunities, and action items.  Volunteers include:

· Dr. Rita Robinson

· Rev. Dr. Glenda Hodges

· Ken Bethea

· Janet Cooper-Pitts

· Rev. Renee Cole

· Rev. Nolan Williams, Jr.

· Dr. Sharon Ottey

The Prince Georges County Faith–based Specialty Council consists of key clergy and laity who support the Society with community outreach and regional African American initiatives.
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