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South Atlantic Division
Hispanic/Latino Fact Sheet
2011 National Minority Cancer Awareness Week
The American Cancer Society is committed to understanding and addressing cancer disparities and other health conditions to reach health equity in the Hispanic/Latino community in our Division. 
National Minority Cancer Awareness Week is an opportunity to continue to push for progress among Hispanic/Latino communities in the fight against cancer. The American Cancer Society is already leading the fight by providing resources and programs in both English and Spanish to help Hispanics/Latinos stay well through prevention and early detection; to help them get well at every step in the cancer experience; to help find cures through research; and to help them fight back through public policy and community mobilization.

Through collaborations with Latin American consulates, Hispanic/Latino health coalitions, Spanish-speaking churches, Promotores de Salud networks (community health workers),and community and national organizations serving the Hispanic/Latino community, the Society utilizes disparity-reducing strategies to impact cancer incidence and mortality rates and to improve health outcomes for Hispanics/Latinos. 

Cancer Statistics and Demographics
· As of 2007, an estimated 2,400,500 Hispanic/Latinos reside in the South Atlantic Division and they make up 6.1% of the Division population. The fastest population growth for Hispanics is in the South; Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina are among the top states in the nation with an increase of more than 300% in the last ten years. (Source: taken from the South Atlantic Division Cancer Facts and Figures 2008.)

· Hispanics/Latinos have higher rates of several cancers related to infections (stomach, liver, and cervix) and are more likely to have cancer detected at a later stage, including breast and melanoma. Hispanic women have the highest cervical cancer incidence rates of any racial/ethnic group in every region of the U.S. They also have higher rates of cancers of the gallbladder, and of acute lymphocytic leukemia.
Hispanic/Latino Programs and Resources Available in 2011
Latin American Consulate Outreach Program
Ventanilla de Salud (Health Windows) is a program incorporating bilingual, bi-cultural, and trained health educators into the regular flow of consular services, providing on-site cancer and health education, prevention, assessments, referrals, and links to health services, including the South Atlantic Division's Cancer Resource Network and the National Cancer Information Center (NCIC). 
This program allows the American Cancer Society to reach out to the Hispanic/Latino population in a trusted and culturally appropriate environment. 
Program goals include: 
· Increasing cancer prevention awareness among the people who visit the consulates

· Giving out information about the services available for those already diagnosed with cancer
· Informing people about the American Cancer Society's screening guidelines as well as the early detection of cancer
Community Health Workers/Promotores de Salud Project
The Community Health Worker project uses existing community-based systems for peer education and screening referral. The American Cancer Society works with existing Community Health Workers/Promotores de Salud programs who use their circle of influence, and cultural and language expertise. They agree on education goals and reporting outcomes.  
The Society's role is to provide training and support for peer education, focusing on small group and one-on-one repeated contacts, which will ultimately lead to the Hispanic/Latino individual taking action on Society screening guidelines. 
Goals for the program include: 

· Increasing knowledge regarding American Cancer Society resources in cancer and health promotion

· Training and supporting community health workers and promotores de salud in the delivery of culturally and linguistically (Spanish) appropriate training and outreach programs aimed at improving prevention and screening behaviors
This project focuses on Hispanic/Latino, African American, and rural communities experiencing a heavy burden in health disparities. The American Cancer Society is working toward providing education and screening to significantly more people in the future. 
 Activities during Minority Health Month/National Minority Cancer Awareness Week:

· Launch of two new Ventanilla de Salud programs in the National Capital Area reaching Hispanics in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Northern Virginia.

· Participation in the inaugural meeting of the National Steering Committee for Promotores de Salud initiative spearheaded by the Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of Minority Health.
· Reach and Engagement of Hispanics at the field level in North Carolina, Georgia and the National Capital Area.
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